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Cover Star Brigette Romanek on
Designing Soulful Interiors From the
Inside Out

Brigette Romanek designs from the inside out, crafting soulful interiors guided by

feeling, intuition and the emotional lives of her clients.

By Phebe Wahl | February 13, 2026
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The living room's soulful space is anchored by a modular sofa by Ferriani

Sbolgi with a Tansu cabinet from Blackman Cruz and an Aphrodyte white

Loading Ad U mirror by Elsa Foulon.
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A Blackman Cruz armchair adds warmth 1o a corner ot the bedroom.

“IT'S REALLY IMPORTANT TO BE
ABLE TO TRANSLATE WHAT'S
IMPORTANT TO THE CLIENT
INTO THEIR SPACE.” -BRIGETTE
ROMANEK

“The first question | always ask my clients is: How do they
want to feel?” For Brigette Romanek, that deceptively
simple question is the emotional and philosophical
foundation of every project she undertakes. Long before
fabrics are sampled or furniture is sourced, Romanek
begins with feeling—an interior compass that guides her
deeply humanistic, soulful approach to design. It is a
methodology that has earned her the trust of some of
the world’s most discerning clients, including Beyoncé
and Jay-Z, Gwyneth Paltrow, Demi Moore and Rachel
Zoe, yet it is one rooted not in celebrity, but in empathy.

“I say it all the time, and it really is the most important
aspect for me,” Romanek explains. “We go from there
to: How do you want the room to service you? What do
you want to do in this space? What feels good?” For
Romanek, design is not about imposing an aesthetic—it is
about listening closely enough to translate the intangible
aspects of a client’s life into a physical environment that
supports them emotionally and functionally.

Romanek presides over the breakfast nook anchored by a richly patterned

rug from the Nazmiyal Collection, paired with a dining table and chairs by

Dan Johnson/ JF Chen, with a floor lamp by Isabel Moncada.



I hat translation requires nuance. “It's really important to
be able to translate what’s important to the client into
their space, be it memories, rituals or emotional life,” she
says. Through extensive conversations, Romanek begins
to decode those invisible cues. “My process always
begins with understanding who my clients are—how they
live, what they value and what makes them feel at home.
From there, the design evolves organically, guided by
that foundation,” she explains. “l hear about colors; |
hear about scents; | hear about textures; and | pull out
the things that are really important, and | base a lot of
the design from there.” What emerges is never literal,
but deeply resonant—rooms that feel collected, intuitive
and unmistakably personal.
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The dining room is defined by statement pendants by Studio Giancarlo Valle

x Natalie Weinberger layered against Gucci Glade print wallpaper and



Farrow & Ball paint in Tallow No. 203, with ceramic stools by Faye Toogood.

Romanek’s instinctive approach is balanced by discipline
and structure, a duality she sees as essential rather than
opposing forces. “Instinct and design—I really think the
two go together,” she says. Armed with an
understanding of how a client wants a space to feel,
function and perform, she allows intuition to guide
moments of discovery. “Sometimes you find a piece, and
you just know it's going to be right,” she says. “Those are
usually the soulful pieces that really take the design
home and make it personal.” While mathematics and
spatial planning underpin every room, it is often those
instinctive finds that lend warmth and soul.
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The foyer offers a striking welcome, anchored by an aluminum side chair by
Florence Louisy for Aquo, sleek Lariat sconces from Apparatus, accents by

Alexa Lixfeld and handcrafted stools by Aldo Alvarez Tostado

That ethos is evident in a recent residential project for a
young couple working in finance and business
development. While their professional lives are fast-
paced, they wanted their home to feel grounding—a
place that reflected who they are beyond work. “The
home is warm, inviting and inspiring,” Romanek says. “It
feels layered and lived-in—rooted in comfort but focused
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stay awhile.” The palette—soft, muted tans; peaches;
greens; and blues—was inspired by both the home’s
natural light and the dynamic between the homeowners
themselves.

“From the moment we stepped into the house, we were
captivated by the preserved Georgian and Hollywood
Regency details that had endured,” say homeowners
Alan and Sandra Doumet. “The home was on a
beautifully lush and sunny site with privacy and serenity.
We knew any design decisions would need to honor that
craftsmanship and space while still reflecting our own
youthful spirit. Brigette not only had the talent to
translate that vision, but also the intuition to guide us
toward choices that would truly bring the home to life
and allow it to evolve beautifully for years to come.”

The bedroom is a serene, thoughtfully layered retreat, featuring a daybed

by Laura Gonzalez alongside an armchair by Pierre Augustin Rose and a

second armchair by Blackman Cruz.

“My process always begins with
understanding who my clients are—
how they live, what they value and
what makes them feel at home. From
there, the design evolves organically,
guided by that foundation.” -
BRIGETTE ROMANEK
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earlier with a close friend who was considering its
purchase. When she later arrived to meet the new
owners, she immediately recognized it. “When | walked
in, | couldn’t help but laugh,” she recalls. The home’s
beautiful bones and sense of history made it clear that
the design should honor what already existed while
infusing a younger, fresher energy. Rather than fight the
more intimate proportions typical of its era, Romanek
leaned into them, layering rich materials, textures and
color.
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An armchair by Blackman Cruz makes a sculptural statement in the

bedroom

Throughout the house, that layered sensibility comes to
life through a thoughtful mix of vintage and modern
pieces. Walls are finished in Farrow & Ball and Ressource
Paints, while Gucci wallpaper adds moments of graphic
depth. In the living room, a Ferriani Sbolgi modular sofa
anchors the space alongside Christophe Delcourt
armchairs, a Blackman Cruz Tansu cabinet and a
Panorammma side table. Lighting and objects—like a
woven wicker fiber floor lamp by Lerdag & Sendag and
an Aphrodyte white mirror by Elsa Foulon—introduce
tactility and quiet character. Elsewhere, a Laura
Gonzalez daybed, seating by Pierre Augustin Rose, and
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Chen reinforce the sense of eclecticism and longevity the

clients desired.
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Window treatments throughout the home are by The Shade Store

What Romanek hopes people feel when they enter her
spaces is immediate and visceral. “| hope they feel an
exhale,” she says, “a sense of belonging and peace,
almost like a beautiful, warm hug.” She views the home
as “a love lefter to yourself”—never precious, always
supportive. Even as projects come to a close, thereis a
sense of intimacy and reflection. “Finishing a project is
always beautiful but sad,” she says. “Each project
becomes a learning experience and contributes fo my
growth, not just as a designer, but as a person.”

In Romanek’s hands, design becomes an act of care—
deeply personal, quietly powerful and enduring not

because it follows trends, but because it reflects the lives
lived within its walls.




“Finishing a project is always beautiful but sad. Each project becomes a

learning experience and contributes to my growth, not just as a designer,

but as a person,” says Romanek.

Design Details

Type

Single-family home
Interior Design
Brigette Romanek

romanekdesignstudio.com

Electrician

Pablo Chavez

RESOURCES

Art

Mix of vintage and modern finds
Curtains & Blinds

The Shade Store

theshadestore.com

Paint



Farrow & Ball

farrow-ball.com

Ressource Paints

ressource-peintures.com

Wallpaper

Gucci

gucci.com

LIVING ROOM

Blackman Cruz
Tansu cabinet

blackmancruz.com

Christophe Delcourt
Armchairs

christophedelcourt.com

Elsa Foulon

Aphrodyte white mirror
elsafoulon.com
Ferriani Sbolgi

Modular sofa

ferrianisbolgi.com

Fratelli Boffi

Wooden chair

fratelliboffi.it/en

Lerdag & Sendag

Woven wicker fiber floor lamp

lordagsondag.com

Panorammma

Side table

panorammma.com




FOYER

AEquo (Florence Louisy)
Aluminum side chair
aequo.in

Aldo Alvarez Tostado
Stools

alvareztostado.mx

Alexa Lixfeld

Vase

alexalixfeld.com

Apparatus
Lariat sconces

apparatusstudio.com

DINING ROOM

Faye Toogood

Ceramic stools

fayetoogood.com

Gucci

Wallpaper

gucci.com

Studio Giancarlo Valle x Natalie Weinberger
Pendants

giancarlovalle.com

BEDROOM

Blackman Cruz

Second armchair

blackmancruz.com

| miirs M Aana~las



LUvIu vl icuiIicL

Daybed

lauragonzalez.fr

Pierre Augustin Rose
Armchair

pierreaugustinrose.com

BREAKFAST NOOK

Isabel Moncada

Floor lamp

isabelmoncada.us

JF Chen (Dan Johnson)
Dining table and chairs
jfchen.com

Nazmiyal Collection
Rug

nazmiyalantiquerugs.com
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Photographed by Michael Clifford; styled by Lisa Rowe; Produced by The
Only Agency; Makeup by Meeks Silva

Filed under: Celebrities Decor Design Designers Furnishings




Receive the best of Modern
Luxury in your inbox. V
| sionve |

Email Zip code SIGN UP

n agree to receive emails, newsletters, invitations and offers from Modern Luxury. | Privacy Policy and T&Cs EXPLOSIVE SHINE + LUSCIOUS COLOR
GLOSS BOMB STIX
SHOP NOW »

FIE W ToY SR BIEA LT

EXPLOSIVE SHINE + LUSCIOUS COLOR SHOP NOW »
GLOSS BOMB STIX

WHAT'S NEXT -

Canouan Emerges
as the Ultimate




