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The Raw Elegance and 'Alpine
Brutalism' of LApogee Courchevel
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High in the French Alps, wher

atmosphere, Kelly Wearstler h

now blurs the boundary between architecture and

t LApogée Courchevel with a

od, materiality, and mountain

hospitality pr t set within the storied environment
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Wearstler describes the result as a kind of "Alpine Brutalism,” a phrase that captures the

project's central tension: the muscular geometry of New Brutalism softened by texture, craft,

and a distinctly California ease. As critical architectural history argues, Brutalism was never

merely a style but a "contrarian, direct, and anti-dogmatic modernist sensibility”. Here, that

sensibility manifests not in cold austerity but in raw elegance—monumental forms grounded

by tactile woods, near-black stone, and richly woven natural fabrics.

If California Cool conjures neutral palettes, layered natural materials, and an effortless
relationship to landscape, Wearstler translates that ethos into a high-altitude key. Earthy
greens, charcoal tones, warm ochres, and garnet reds anchor the interiors, while brushed
alpine woods and locally quarried stone pull the drama of the surrounding peaks inside. The
result like geclogical extension—an interior carved from the same rugged topography

beyond the windows and walls




Guests descend past a

The Piano Lounge announces a diz

ogue between strer

custom sculptural staircase with brutalist-inspired balustrades into a double-height volume

clad in textured pine, its sur

» Edelweiss

ed to enhance tactility and ac

ts center sits

mized in coll

oration with the UK-based maker,

grounding the space in both performance and provenance. It's monumental, yes—but 2

deeply atmospheric




-

blown glass elements suspended

e Salon, mirrored ceilings and low banguettes

ng against s

ng. East and W

y palettes, each wrapped in warm wood cladding and window banquettes that

frame the mountainscape like living canvases
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California Cool may have been born alon

Britain, but at LApo the two converge to

raw elegance at altitude




See this and other works by the designer, visit kellywearstler.com
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