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Exploring Hemp in Design: Yasmin Bawa abandons concrete for hempcrate

THAT IS NOT TOXICH.

Yasmin Bawa is a Berin based object and furniture designer whose work is based on an tion of materials ich lead 10 the creation of
mudtiform sculptures. With a background in textile design and having worked for Swedish brand Acne Studio as an accessory designer, Bawa found hard to

the riythm of fashk and after throe years there she left her job and stanted working freelance: «in the fashion work | used fo work so
fast hat | & not have tvme o realy focus on the Gesign, and afler a while | st the need 10 change my way of work and stat 1o rurure my design deas longer
and with move care. The envir relating 10 the fashi ol welde.

During that period, she realized that her production was undergoing an evolution and ?e design pleces she was creating were turning into sculpiures. Even
thowgh she claimed that her entry into the ant workl was not marked by big art galleries exhibitions or events, she UNdersiood hat her new arstic creations and
Muuumwmmmm«nmmamw u«m.nmammmmmwmml
disciplines such as archeology, from her own interests and curicsity, but als : for her Her
mmummummwmmwmuw»hw-tummmwmmuwmm
inlo the art cne.

MEMPCRATE N DESIGN

When making the ransition rom accessory 10 sculpture design, Bawa started working with a paricular kind of moldable ich coulkd be

00d resuls with Gfferent types of acdaves. She so0n realized however, that the objects she was creating impsed high costs in terms of contaminaicn and
Toxicity for the environment and her own health. Concrete required the use of sealers and chemical resing equally saxic and unhealthy. < was a personal
decision. | asked myselt: should | work with concrete, which is a very unfriendly environmental material? Do | want 1o put my stuff on concrefe and ve and
broathe around 7 =,

wmmmmmmmmmmammmam & mixture of hemp shiv, clay and lime binders. Hempcrete is
a growing industry for of acting as insulator and moisture regulator. Industrial hemp, which is beneficial for
muuwmmmwdp«mwmm-u»mwmwwnm»umum
used %o create hempcrete cbjects. Bawa believed the material could be the sokution 1o her sustainability problem and decided to scale the use of hempcrete
down 1o the fumiture design sector. «Whan | abandoned concrete, | managed to find something that is the opposite. it is braathable, pevmeable, not foxics.

The experimental and research stage lasted a few months, but after she got an understanding of the properties and characteristics of hemp, Bawa started 1o
play with it, combining hemp fibers with materials and different types of ime binders. The result was her cngoing series of sculptures Species of the space.
‘Once the sculpture is dry and its shape defined, Bawa overlays the surface with a plaster, often mixed with natural pigments and colors.

«~My technique is constantly evohing as | keep ying new mafevials. there are hundreds of diferent [ypes of ime binders and ratios, and & changes with the
waather as wel | do not have written down recipes, it is intuitive because | know now is nufes and peculiarities. Sometimes | ry & new recipe and i | see that it
is not working as | wanted fo, | change it-. Despite its strength and multiple properties, hemporete is not a structural maserial and it often requires a support
maserial or concrete when used for

LONGL

In Bawa's works, & transiates into the use of infernal structures or technical substrates for the constnuction of large objects adding projecting elements to her
sculplures. «/ am aware that the most sustainable thing would be fo not make anything, thus | try fo create objects and sculptures which peaple can and might
want to keep for a long time and not just pieces of furnilure which pecple put in a comer and forget about- Bawa said. Her goal is 1o design and create long-
Lasting obyects which encourage a relationship with the space and the user, who can plary with the item., rotating or moving it around and apprecating it from
different perspectives:

«ln my Species of the space each piece can be moved, rotated and put in dialogue with others thems, Even the
pictures, shot by her creative partner and photographer, Margaret Flatiey, inside the studio, aim 10 show potential buyers the many different faces of the
‘sculptures and the multiple ways of interacting with them, encouraging the users % establish a relationship with the objects.

ART, HEMP, AND HEAUNG

The artistic production of Bawa is constantly evolving. She tries new polishing materials, imes and clays and her experiments make each piece unique and
different. She's curmently experimenting with two ditferent materials: the first one being a Japanese natural biue clay which she combines with cther pigments.
and colors to give her pleces a distinctive look: the second ks a sort of powder which derives from the extraction of CBO from hemp plants. It is a quality organic
material which gives green pigments and Ittles speckies 10 her creations. Her interest lowards organic waste materials is not confined 10 the CBD powder, it
ranges from a Bawa in southern France a year 3o, 1o scrap elements from previous works in a sort of circular economy
n goes 1o waste, It can be reused for anistic purposes.

BAWAS L

Bawa's last series of sculptures is the fruit of almost four months of work which resulied in the production of pastel-colored vessels and sculptures with round
and soft lines. = During the manths of lockdown, my work was the only thing which kept me going = Bawa claimed. Her works ~ vessels, blocks, objects of
various kinds and lighting pieces, draw inspiration from and the Boing able shape
things with hee own hands has proviced Bawa with the opportunity 10 connect her body and hev inner conseicusness.

Two pleces produced in those times, Jui Viessel and Santu Block, displayed at Heal your body, an art exhibition organized by Original Feelings studio in Berin
and dedicated 1o female artists and the way they try to heal ther and ofan y. The producsion of
furniture and design objects, somesmes small and handy, sometimes monalithic, does Not seem 1o be enough for Bawa. Her ulimate goal is to buiki an entire
house out of hemp in the southern France countryside enjoying the warm weather.




Yasmin Bawa's designs redefine the use of hemperete in small-scale cbjects and fumaure, bricging sustainabiity with artistry. Her seres Species of the Space

izes he and ibe fostering i » and users.
Based in Berfin, Bawa studied textile design in London and worked at Acne Studios before dedicating herself o sustainable design. Her work highlights the
transformative potential of hemp and natural materials in modern art and design.

Yasmin Bawas Procucson




Yasminv Bawas, Hempcreto
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Why Hemp matters in contemporary art:
Nancy Jiseon Kwon and Sambe
Nancy has ramie, (A1), and hemp,

called sambe (&), into her tabric scrolls and ceramic sculptures, often
using threads to create her own lexties

Hempcrete: the building material that
sequesters CO,

How hemp could become a game changer in the construction industry: a

smaller footprint than traditonal concrete and the abilty 1o sequester CO,

for up 10 one hundred years

NATURALLY SOURCED

Do you need to apply for a license to
grow hemp in New York?
A team at Comell 10 enhance hemp cultivason

and resource sharing within the industry, backed by state unding and
focused on resaarch and education

TEXTILE FIBERS

Hemp activewear and denim: higher
yield and less water consumption

Robert Jungmann shares insights gained over 30 years, noting
advancements that allow for innovative blends of hemp in textiles.
Improvements that paved the way for hemp activewear opions
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NATURALLY SOURCED

Manila Hemp is better known as Abaca Fiber: what is it?

The Sustainable Aernative %0 Glass Fiber: Manila Hemp (aka Abaca Fiber) - tensile strength, seawater resistance it's wiling 10 surpass hundreds of millions.
by 2030

Hemp for the future: here’s why one plant can change everything

From ancient civilzations 1o cimate-resiient futures, hemp is the
architecture, welness 10 wearadle tech

crop that y aspect of our ives ~ from agricultre to

NATURALLY SOURCED

The future of Ukraine: hemp can aid in reconstruction and sustainable growth

Exploring the potential of industrial hemp (Cannabis Satva L.) cultivation in Ukraine as a 100l 10 improve the economy and support sustainable development
in the afermath of conflict

Carbon-negative innovation: the power of hemp fibers

Hemp and carbon — combining hemp fibers and carbon negative coconut biochar reduces drying shrinkage in recycled aggregate concrete (RAC), enhancing
its overall performance A carbon negative crop — hemp,..
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