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Athena Calderone Takes Manhattan

After launching a thriving business that showcased her Instagram-famous Brooklyn to sse, the EyeSwoon founder moves to a storied Tribeca

By

Athena Calderone gets excited about parchment. She’s big on

and crazy for etched glass; niches are ongoing
fixations, and f

gured stone is always a yes. In her orked at a massive, nearly seven-foot-square island of
Calacatta Paonazzo marb!

ng, until she s g better. Now she has 2 monolith

er sigh usky red
Kinnekulle limestone to keep her company in the kitchen

“I never thought 1 would get into hardware

, glancing from her new countertop over to the burnished-
nickel pulls on the double doors leadin . “But with that and everything

ned of.”

se, | just felt like | was
going to take this moment to expand myself in ways I'd never dr
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That's saying something, because Calderone dreams big. The focus of her latest aspiration is the Manhattan apartment that
she and her husband, or, a music producer and DJ, bought in 2023, After decades in Brook most recently in a
much-emulated Greek Revival town house (AD. November 2018) where she nurtured a design business and the lifestyle
site EyeSwoon, published two books, authored furniture and rug collections, and generally modeled an ideal life, she was
ready for a change. (The New York Times titled its article on her move, “What Happens When You Get So Influential That

You're Bored by Your Own Aesthetic?”)

Victor and their son, Jivan, were less enthusiastic. “The drama was that I finally convinced them to sell the perfect house

and then we couldn't find anything else,” admits Calderone, laughing. “And I just wanted to find a... I'm trying to think of

the right word. | have high standards.”
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On secing this apartment for the first time, Athena told Victor, “It felt like Gotham City, not Manhattan.” They made an

offer later that day. Their new place, a full floor in an august Tribeca building dating

> the early 1900s, was originally the
executive suite of the Borden conden
oak-paneled walls the color of chocolate syrup. After a residential con
t Thierry Despont, whose historically agile public projects
igned for Kelly and Calvin Klein, Oscar de la Renta,

i milk company, its prestige distilled in herringbone floors, 13-foot ceilings, and

rsion in the 1980s, it was acquired by the

charismatic French arch

shening up the Statue of Liberty,

okended the au courant interiors he

renovating the Ritz Paris-
Bill Ga

es, and ot stools from a 1930s ltalian motor yacht and a

ers. His apartment was a sepia-toned folly, with kit

gridded-brass backsplash styled after the grill of a vintage Bugatti roadster,

Like Calderone’s Style?

Mimic the star's aesthetic with an editor-curated selection of products inspired by her NYC home.

Absent Despont’s glamorous accoutrements, though, the Bord

n corporate blueprint resurfaced like a milk mustache. The

e dark woodwork that

hallways had bowling lane proportions, the bathrooms were tiny. Calderone debated bleachi

had incensed her EyeSwoon posse from the get-go ("Why does it feel a bit like Joan Crawford’s home circa the "30s in

Mommie Dearest?” one commenter posted), bu American Bar

ter a trip to Vienna and Adolf Loos’s faultlessly pint-si.

there, she decided to em!

ce the darkness and stop worrying about tiny rooms. *I ended up finding the Brownstone Boys

on Instagram, who refinished the woodwork beautifully at not that high a price,” she says. “Where there’s a will, there’s a

way
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With her friend Danielle S 1, Calderone and her team at Studio

uez + Capps served as the local architect; Sacks and Co
nd dini

lighter and larger and slipped a home office and Victor’s music production studio into Despont’s former library. “We

made respectful updates to the swaggering floor plan. (V.

Construction Management as the general contractor.) They transposed the kitct

2 room to make the former

massaged and really kind of juiced every last bit of square footage out of this space,” she says proudly

The two spent days roaming Villa Necchi Campiglio, the Milanese idyll built by Piero Portaluppi in 1935, which had been

something of an epiphany for Calderone when she visit

ed a few years earlier. Without Villa Necchi, she ad

mits, she

wouldn't have understood the apartme

and how seductive a more for

way of life could be
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she says, referring to the slender horizontal band that encircles many rooms at
down a hallway in billowing trousers

lderone touches

| was so smitten by the datum lin
Necchi and also her own he ng the ceiling above it appear to float. Padding
and a cropped blouse, her personal datum line hovering somew
the cool plaster walls above panels of a creamy |

says, “l can pin

list that culmin




Encounters with some of the 20th century’s most elevated examples of craft had a galvanizing effect on her, Calderone

says. “l just dove down the rabbit hole.” She partnered with Calico Wallpaper, Lowe Hardware, Colbourns carpets, and
metal fabricators Amuneal to create particular details—some of the most gratifying work of her creative life, she says. The

same goes for the furniture her young design studio created to augment her carefully chosen antiques.
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Spellbound by the crisp geometries and attenuated lines of the Vienna Secession and Art Deco, Calderone built a collection
centered on these periods, mostly by mining the European auction circuit online. Cheuret and Després, Pergay and Prouvé,
Hoffmann and Printz and Leleu—all are represented. Under a polished plaster ceiling by Kamp Studios in the living room,
she points out a circa 1900 ebonized Viennese desk, a Cible table by Jean Prouvé and Jules Leleu, and two Jacques Adnet

armchairs in their original copper velvet, one of her very first acquisitions. Commanding the gallery just beyond is Maria

Pergay's 1968 Flying Carpet daybed—an auction treasure that nearly soared out of sight.

Free of the Borden blueprint and Despont’s beaux gestes, the apartment summons the elegance and self-discipline that
define everything Calderone does, from the way she dresses to how she makes pastry to her adventures with decorative
branches, It's tempting to think that in Manhattan, beneath the silvered halo of the Deco era, Calderone has finally found

her light. But that would be to under-estimate her.
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“Maybe this is the grown-up, more sophisticated, more educated version of myself,” she muses, scanning the apartment

“Victor says it’s the last one—but well see.”

This story appears in the April issue. Never miss a story when you subscribe to AD.



More Great Stories From AD

o Not a subscriber? Join AD for print and digital access now.

vs in This Laurel Canyon Home

* Vinuage Steding Silver Is Trending—Here's Your Guide to Buying and Collecting It
* A Design Lover's Guide to Scoul: The Most Inspiring Places to See, Eat, and Shop
. ¢ 27 Mo e [y - r Wo

* Joris Laarman Looks to Mother Earth and the Latest Tech for Inspiration

« Comforters to Grace Your Bed This Spring (and Every Season)

* Sign up for our daily newsletter to get the best of design in your inbox.

eteny

The AD Newsletter

Design Inspiration, expert advice, and celebrity homes every day

By wigring o, you ageee 83 0w

Rezvalieg) a2 scescwedoe cur COUKLRRSY

READ MORE

Go Inside Kate Upton and Justin
Verlander's Prismatic New York City
Penthouse

Hairstylist turned interior designer John Ruggiero
2403 ccmph 10 the couple's Manhattan residence

By Manaah Martin

Laila Gohar and Ignacio Mattos Mix
Work and Play at Home in Manhattan

The creative couple’s airy Tribeca loft Is a Iving
taboratory

5 Haneah Martn

In the California Desert, a Midcentury
Home Finds New Depth and Dimension
Updating a house in Rancho Mirage, ADI00 designer
Ryan Lawson and Sean Robins lean into the
landscape and light
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An Albert Frey and Hugh Kaptur Classic
Reawakens in Palm Springs
Hugging the San Jacinto Mountains, an important

desert house comes alive under the stewardship of
Roneie Sass00n and James Crump
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We're Obsessed with the Dark Wood
Pancling in Athena Calderone's
Apartment

And bacause she's a certified tastemakar, it's no
srprise the architectural detail is already growing in
popularity

By Katharinn MeLansghin

Rachel Brosnahan Showcases a Marvelous
Manhartan Makeover

This actor enlisted designer Zod Feldman to breathe
now life into her elegant prewar apartment
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Christian Louboutin Brings a Lifclong
Passion for Decorating and Renovaring to
His Paris Aparement

An inveterate Shopper—with not e but two
warehouses bursting with global finds—the shoe
designer transforms his ever-evolving home Into &
maximalist showcase for beloved treasures.
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The Insider Sources and Craftspeople
Behind Athena Calderone’s Home

From the moody lava stone 10 the apothecary walls,
Calderone and architect Danielie Siggensd reveal
the design secrets in the tastemaker's Tribeca
apartment

By Sarah Meators

A Young Milanese Couple Restore Their
New Apartment with Care—and Tons of
Retro Fixtures

Designer Lucrezia Calvi used custom sokutions and

Joris Laarman Looks to Mother Earth and

the Latest Tech for Inspiration

From his verdant studio on the outskirts of
Amsterdam, the Dutch design star shapes an

This Beirut Apartment Comes to Life
with Rare Flea Market Finds from Paris
and London

Art, antiques, and a chic modem take on the

How Jean Prouvé’s Porthole Doors
Became Today’s Most Unusual Design

“Trophy

The story behind the midcentury French architect's
t

purple marble to give P a
moden classic
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