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HOME TOUR

Tour a Modern Mediterranean Home in Cannes With
Deep Roots in French Craft

Architect Jerry Pellarin builds his dream hillside dwelling with “feet in the water”
By Gay Gassmans

Phchograghy by Gaso Ghradt
Styted by Sarah e Besumont
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Tucked into the verdant hills above Cannes, France, in a coveted residential enclave

known as Lower California, Villa Nicky overlooks the shimmering Mediterranean with a

serene, almost cinematic quality. When architect Jerry Pellerin first visited the site—a Polif
former stable and staff quarters for the neighboring estate—he felt an immediate

connection. “I wanted to live with my feet in the water,” he says, referencing the French

expression “les pieds dans I'eau.” The place gave him that feeling instantly.

Pellerin, the cofounder of Caprini & Pellerin, a multidisciplinary architecture and design
studio based in Cannes, began the renovation in 2019, But it took time for the home to
finally be move-in ready. Between launching a major hospitality restoration (the
transformation of Palm Beach Cannes, a historic entertainment destination) and relocating
the firm’s headquarters, his own home had to wait. Designing your own home as an
architect, “it’s very complicated,” Pellerin says.
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Jurry Puertn (att) and Kevia Capeins, coloungers of Cagrind & Palerin

A New Era of Gin

Though modest in footprint—about 1,950 square feet—Villa Nicky unfolds vertically in
four stories, Entry is at street level, where a discrete doorway and natural skylight offer a
quiet welcome. The primary suite sits one level down, followed by the main living area
below, where the open salon spills out onto a generous travertine-clad terrace and a
swimming pool. Just behind it: the kitchen, storage, and a guest powder room. A final
descent reveals a tucked-away studio space built beneath the pool. The home's steep
hillside position may have posed logistical challenges—"you can't even park a truck
outside,” Pellerin notes—but it also allowed him to create a unique architectural experience
that descends through layers of the landscape.

Inside Alciandro Fernindez and Kada Laveaea's Mexico Hom:

Pellerin shares the space with his wife, their young child, and the family dog. For them,

Villa Nicky is more than a home; it’s a retreat, a sanctuary, a place where the boundaries
I always knew what | wanted,” he says.

“I'was lucky to find a place that let me express that.”
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While his initial plans called for a more eclectic palette of materials, he ultimately opted for
restraint. “At first, | imagined many different surfaces,” he says. “But in the end, I chose
travertine because it grounds the house in the Mediterranean.” The stone covers all the
floors, interior and exterior, but is used in varied textures and treatments to offer quiet
depth. Solid oak, shaped and softened like the wood of a boat, warms the millwork. Cast
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The color story is equally pared back. Beige dominates, lifted by the blues of the sea and sky
just beyond. “The view becomes a material,” Pellerin adds. That refined sensibility
embodies the design ethos that Caprini & Pellerin has become known for: an embrace of
French craftsmanship, a reverence for tradition, and a forward-looking eye. In Villa Nicky,
all those ideas come together in a home that feels as effortless as it is intentional.
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Hypercultured

In Hybres, Edgar Jayet transforms a crumbling
structure into a richly layered home filled with

campaign furniture, ship relics, and references
spanning centuries

LANUING LA A0U & SIEI 10T GIAMIYS
in This Laurel Canyon Home

The AD100 duo tramstorms & stripped-down ranch
with a forest-inspired palette and glossy millwork

Laura Megamadort

TCUr-AI DIKETY 1301

Home

ARTIOT 1113 \LAIZY
Massachuse

Designer Meta Coleman merged a 19305 Cape Cod-
style house and its '90s addition while filling the
rooms with English antiques, tram art, and
‘woodland motifs

By Katheyn Romeys
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Capsule and Dinner Party Destination
Post Company preserved one of Northern
Calfornia’s oldest structures—then subtly expanded
#t into a moody, design-forward gathering place
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A Hudson Valley Guesthouse and Writer’s
Studio Balance Passive House Rigor With

Easy Living

The sice-yard retreat pairs thermally mocified wood
exteriors with tonal Heath Ceramics tle, custom
milwork, and interiors designed for both focus and
family gatherings

In This 388-Squarc-Foot Paris Picd-3-
Terre, Golden Hour Lasts All Day

Owned by a Californian with a penchant for
midcentury modern, this apartment boasts ochres,
caramals, and bronzes throughout its small floor plan

By Ncoias Witon

Mclanic Lynskey and Jason Ritter’s LA
Home Is What Happens When You D
Hold Back

After yoars of Iving with a neutral shell, the couple—
with the help of Martin & Brockett—embraced bold
pattern, rich color, and a house that finally reflects

A Storied Santa Cruz Cottage Gets a
Thoughtful Reinvention

Architect Benjamin McGriff and design firm Chroma
transformed the blutftop home into a boatiie refuge
filled with wave-inspired details and sweeping views
of Monterey Bay
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A Frozen Washing Machine Hose Sparked
a Playful Overhaul of This 1,130-Squarc-
Foot Seattle Corrage

With purple cabinets, a dining room tumed Sbrary,
and a hidden laundry room, designer Lauren Lothrop
Caron made every inch of the compact 1906 home
count

By Ak Abbar

A Victorian House in East London

Reinterprets French Style Through Rosc-

ored Glasses

Penrose Tilbury's historic house rencvation leans on
vintage touches while still keeging things kid
friandly
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If Mick Jagger Moved to Birmingham,
Alabama, He'd Live In This Boho House

Forget sympathy—the devil's definitely in the detalls
of this home, which boasts wallpaper-edged kitchen
cupboards and other maximalist touches.

In This Minnesota Getaway Cabin, a
Playful Scandinavian Palette Meets
Seriously Charming Vintage Finds

Designer Anne McDonald channels the North
Shore's Scandinavian roots with primary hues.
vintage finds, and smart updates to a modest 19708
home
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Get a year of unlimited digital access for
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